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understands, who has a human heart and not a block of stone surely feels that this second global
war which we have barely survived, sickness and death which up until now were unknown to the
world. It will take long, very long years yet before the charitableness and Christian mercy will
alleviate and cure all the unfortunates from their moral and physical wounds inflicted by the
actions of war. The invalids, the blind, the widows, the orphans, the hospitals, the schools, all of
these create a vast field for acts of charity. Besides that, there is a wind blowing over the whole
world which is already changing into a windstorm and God only knows if it will soon become a
stormy hurricane.

In Poland, there are many people who are hungry, naked, abandoned and despairing. All of
these are reaching out their emaciated hands to the Catholic League with a plea for help. Therefore,
when the Catholic League appeals to you for your help, may every one of you be as merciful as you
possibly can. If you have much, please give generously; if you have but little, please share that little.

Thus, you will safeguard for yourself a good payment on a day that you need it - an alms
redeems us from every sin, saves us from death and does not allow souls into the darkness. He who
has pity on the poor, will be blessed.
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April 16,1950
I greet all of you my dear country men with the words, “Praised be Jesus Christ!”

In 1939, right after the treacherous and bandit’s German kiltur traegerow attack on the
unprepared and defenseless Poland, I was assigned to fulfill a certain tragic and painful mission. It
was also a mission of mercy. This happened quickly and unexpectedly.

The American Quakers, also known as the Society of Friends touched by the misfortunes
that befell Poland, decided to send a commission to analyze the critical situation of the Polish
people and they would decide all the ways and means of sending help to the people in Poland. They
formed a Committee of Aid - ex-Senator Wolcott from Connecticut, Mr. Rhodes, an industrialist
from Philadelphia and Mr. Gamble a specialist from Kentucky. Through the efforts of the patriotic
Polish clergy from the diocese of Scranton, they added me to this commission.

In spite of insistent and strong efforts in Washington, the German embassy would not give
me a visa to visit any Polish lands, while the Soviet ambassador refused to even see me. There was
no talk of my visiting the misery and poverty in Poland. Therefore, between these good Quakers and
myself, we came upon a plan that they would fly by plane from Italy to Berlin and that I would go to
the Balkan countries from Rome in order to visit the camps of the Polish refugees whose situation
at that time was, as yet, unknown in the world. Thus, with the help of the Vatican Secretary, the
Ambassador of the Polish government and the help of Cardinal Hlond, the Primate of Poland, I left
for Rumania.

I spent about three weeks there. During that time, I visited twenty-three camps that were
either military or civilian. There were 140,000 jailed men, women and children. Here I met extreme
poverty and abysmal misery. I saw the very sick and dying. I saw hundreds of soldiers who were
dying from fellow fever, typhus and malaria. These refugees were living in pig sties and barns. They
were sleeping in the fields, in piles of hay or straw, between bundles of corn, wheat, rye and sheep.

I described all of this and wrote it up in an article entitled Vacancies in Hell. On Wednesday,
December 6, ] added yet this notation: “Once more a group of our country men came. They all
extend their thanks to their fellow men in the United States for remembering and helping them
They ask us to hug and kiss everyone and tell them Thank you in Polish. They have tears in their
eyes, and | already can’t see. Once more they squeeze my hands and amid well-wishing shouts -
May God guide you. Have a good journey - the conductor gives a sign and the train moves away from
the main station in Bucharest.

OPEN YOUR HAND TO YOUR BROTHER

I am standing at the window in my private train compartment and I am thinking about the
life of a Polish exile. During my stay in Bucharest, there wasn’t a day that I didn’t treat several or
many refugees breakfast, lunch and supper. They ate, their tears profusely wetting these gifts of
God. Several times I just couldn’t eat. I would push my plate away and listen, with emotion, to the
tales of these poor people. I think that the Guardian Angel gathered all of those bitter tears, those
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Polish tears into his bag and carried them before the throne of our Creator and Judge begging Him -
Look God, how bitterly Your children are weeping, have pity on them.

That is why, as | was leaving Bucharest, I said in my mind: [ am leaving you, my dear
refugees. | am leaving you, but I hope it will not be for long. We will meet again, God willing, in
better circumstances. It will not be in a foreign country, but on Polish ground. I bid you farewell for
the time being. I will never, ever forget you or your homeless lot. I will devote all of my powers and
mu abilities, meager and weak as they are, to your cause. I promise this and I swear to it. So help me
God.

Thus, it was literally that I swore to myself on that train that was speeding from Bucharest
to Venice. From that day, December 6, 1939 until this very day, I have not forgotten those solemn
words even for a minute. This is what compelled me year after year, to dedicate one program in the
cycle of the Rosary Hours to the Catholic League sponsors in Poland.

Therefore, I'm sure that all of you know very well the commandment: Love your neighbor as
yourself. All of you know this but, is it being practiced? What do you think, is it the rule or the norm
of love for a neighbor? Neither the so-called good will, nor benevolence, nor even sympathy is
enough. No, the most important measure for love of neighbor is action with which we hurry to our
neighbor with help - Love with action. We should remember that the Bible condemns those who
supposedly have faith, but have no actions, and it also stigmatizes harshly love of neighbor without
true, efficacious actions. This is what the Apostle James writes: “If a brother or sister has nothing to
wear and has no food for the day, and one of you says to them, ‘Go in peace, keep warm and eat
well’ but you do not give them the necessities of the body, what good is it?” The poverty and misery
of human life are numerous and without measure, but there are many various ways in which we
can help a neighbor. These ways are known to every Catholic - they are called the spiritual and
corporal works of mercy.

Of those which refer to the body, there are seven, namely - feed the hungry, give drink to
the thirsty and clothe the naked. And to those merciful people, Christ applied these wondrously
tender words - “Whatever you have done to one of these, the least of my brothers, you have done to
Me.”

I am not at all convinced that these actions which we generally refer to as charity, that they
are only an evangelical counsel which can or cannot be carried out. No, that is definitely too little. 1
dare to clearly explicitly state that the obligation to give alms, or mercy or an act of charity weighs
on every believer as a strict obligation of conscience and weight heavily on us under the pain of
serious sin. But, regardless of the law of God, the very law of nature not only calls, but loudly cries -
“Everything that you would like others to do for you, you should do for them.”

In times of need, in the face of poverty and misery, we expect from noble people not only
words of sympathy, but help and forcible support that is immediate; also, without exception, we all
need help from God, we expect that help, we await that help and we beg and plead for that help.
Therefore, how can we expect help from God if we refuse to support a brother?
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The experiences in life teach us that God the Creator endowed various people with a variety
of gifts. Thus, to one God gave a sharp, penetrating mind; to another He gave unusual strength; to
others, fearless courage. Why did He do this? The first group has such an intellect so that they can
teach and enlighten others. Others have strength and courage to protect and defend the frail and
the weak. Why did God bestow material goods on certain people? Regardless of the various empty
explanations of the rich and powerful, they have what they have by the grace of God so that they
would be dispensers, stewards of God, protectors of the poor and the paupers. Furthermore, this is
how God scolded His people through the lips of Moses - “Therefore I am commanding you, to open
your hand to your needy and poor brother who lives with you on earth.” The Lord’s Seer often calls
for charitable actions, as for example - “Son do not take alms away from the poor and don’t turn
your eyes away from the poor man.” For this reason, the old Tobias kindly warned his son - “Eat
your bread with the hungry and the poor and use your garments to cover the naked.”

How often the Savior admonished, reminded and threatened in His talks wanting to
convince His listeners of the need, the duty of acts of mercy - “Sell what you have, and give alms.
Lay up for yourselves treasures which do not waste away, an inexhaustible treasure in heaven
where thieves do not break in and steal and where moth does not destroy.” Besides, why that
gospel story about the rich man and Lazarus? Or that description of the scene of the last judgment?

Considering all of this, should we be surprised that the first Christians sold their belongings
and of their own free will would lay the money at the feet of the Apostles for the poor and the
suffering? In one of his inspired sermons, Pope St. Leo the Great called out - “Mercy is such a great
virtue that without it, all the others are meaningless. Have faith, be sober, be pure; if you lack
mercy, then you yourself will never receive mercy.” St. John Chrysostom writes thus without
mincing words - “It was not for this reason that you took the property, for you to squander it but so
that you would share with the members of Christ’s household that which is left over.”

All church writers agree that works of charity are such a strict obligation of every Christian,
that whoever does not perform them, cannot have any hope of salvation. Very often people ask how
much, in general, one must donate from his income to works of charity. In olden times, there existed
tithes, which means that one tenth of the profit collected from the ground was gathered as a
tributary tax for God or for the representative of His authority. Besides this, there were yet three
other kinds of taxation for the purpose of charitable works. Tithing was in use among all of the
ancient people. Because of abuse, Moses enacted responsible and strict laws.

Finally, as to how much each person had to give, Tobias solved this problem best when he
reminded his son - “Be as merciful as you can. When you have much, give generously; when you
have little, then share that little willingly.”

From this we understand that a small offering, such a Lenten offering which a poor person
gives, can sometimes have greater meaning than the offering of a rich man, a person of great wealth.
For this offering or Christian charity to have meaning and value and merit in the eyes of God, one
must have supernatural motives, feelings and intentions, for God looks not only on how much you
are giving, but at the same time, how you are giving it.
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Avery good and emphatic proof of this is when the Savior - “sitting across from the money
box, watched how the crowd was throwing money into the money box, and many of the wealthy
men threw a lot of money. Then a poor widow came and put in two single pennies. Calling his
disciples together, Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you that that poor widow put in more money than
all the others who put money into the money box. Everyone has made offerings from their surplus
wealth, but she, from her poverty, has offered her entire livelihood.” That is why St. Ambrose notes:
“The value of the gift depends upon the disposition of the heart, whether it is great or small.” What
should I say of those who unwillingly fulfill works of mercy? These people have no merit before God
for God loves a willing giver.

Then, what about those people who give something, just to be done with the matter? This is
how St. Bernard answers that question: “Who gives to charity only to have peace, and not with the
purpose of supporting a poor person, such a person loses the offering and the merit for a gift which
is not given out of love cannot please God.” I must warn you of self-praise for doing good deeds, for
in the gospel of St. Matthew Jesus says: “When you give alms, do not let your left hand know what
your right hand is doing.”

St. Augustine maintains that good works of mercy, carried out in the Christian spirit are
accepted as though we had rendered them to Christ, Who in the name of Savior calls: “I beg of you
alms. I am not begging of you, man, of as much as I gave you. I poured out all of My blood for you; I
only want you to satisfy My longing. I gave you My flesh for food and I only want a piece of bread
from you for My starving children.”

In the opinion of saintly, holy and kind people, nothing makes a person so like God, nothing
draws a person so close to God as the fulfilling of good, merciful actions. The pagans already
understood this very well. When a certain pagan was asked who from all the people was most
similar to the gods, he answered without giving it a second thought: “The one who does good for
others.”

Finally, what really was the entire life of Christ except for being one continuous act of doing
good for the unfortunate. He cured the sick, brought the dead back to life, fed the hungry, comforted
those who were worried, taught the incompetent, forgave the sinners, and at the end, He gave His
Body to be hung on a cross for us.

We should also think about the rewards for our acts of mercy - that too, should encourage
us to do acts of charity. St. Gregory called out to the faithful: “Why are you so lazy in giving out
alms? After all, whatever you give to some beggar lying on the ground, you are giving to One Seated
in heaven.” And this is very true. He Who is seated in heaven but at the same time sees everything
that is happening on the earth, rewards one for act of charity already in this life and not only
spiritually, but also in temporal and material ways. We clearly read in the Book of Parables - “Some
share what they themselves possess and they become richer; others wrench out what is not theirs
and they are always indigent.” And “Who gives to the poor, will never himself grow poor; he who
disregards those who are begging, will himself suffer need.”
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Who performs act of charity is giving to God in usury. The same thing happens as when one
lends money to people; normally, such a person, after a certain length of time expects to get back
his capital and besides that, a certain percentage as profit. God also accepts good works as capital
that is lent to Him and He obligates Himself to return it to us with presents, and one must know that
God always keeps His word. Furthermore, the experience of life is the best proof of this. There are
so many people in our present time who are filled with the spirit of mercy. They help those who are
less successful than they are, they belong to charitable organizations and help out everywhere that
they can. If they would accurately count up all the money that they donate for good purposes in the
space of a year, it would not be a paltry sum.

Meanwhile, there are others, not only the very wealthy but also the moderately rich who
never open their bag or willingly reach into their pocket. If such a one does give something, it is to
save his honor in the opinion of the public, so that he would not be the object of contempt or for
other reasons that are not honorable. His offerings are smaller in relation to the offerings of a
common laborer.

At first glance it would seem that those people who give bigger donations year after year
would have to become much poorer. Nevertheless, that’s not the case. Perhaps their fortune does
not grow very much, but they are never reduced to poverty. They have everything in order and if,
at the end of the year, they balance their position with that of the previous year, they find, to their
surprise, that not only did they not regress, but rather they actually gained. Above everything else,
they have peace and satisfaction. They have few worries, a lot of success or prosperity, because
God'’s Hand in many ways protects them and their families from accidents and misfortune and by
blessing their endeavors and work, returns to them a hundredfold of that which they had to works
of mercy and charity.

My Dad, of happy memory often reminded me of the words of Stanislaus Lubomirski, the
administrator of the Krakow province “Before, I was rather well off even though I could not always
make ends meet. When I began sharing with the Lord God, and to donate to churches and convents,
I myself don’t know how the Lord God increased everything for me.”

Our ancestors had a famous saying referring to three known good works. They sounded
like: “Mass will not put you to sleep, fasting will not make you skinny, almsgiving will not make you
poor.”

St. John Chrysostom puts these impressive words into the mouth of a person standing
before a judge in court - “Lord, look at all the needy whom I helped; look at the various works of
charity which I so zealously supported. I was merciful for other poor people, be Thou, O God,
merciful to me, a poor person.”

Unfortunately, we have too many people who convince themselves and others that theses
Biblical warnings, these threats of our Lord were valid in times past, but are meaningless and
superfluous in our present times such an outlook is erroneous, unintelligent, simply unjust and not
at all Christian. Our present times, more than any other time in the history of mankind, demand
continuous act of charity. Who has eyes, surely sees, who has a healthy, normal mind surely




